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1 | not fuſficrent, Nine hundred and nine 
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P R EF A CE 


of 7 eren, as it flood before Moſes, and 
| a of the Law, we have diſcovered _ 
Traces of an Original Revelation continued from 
LOOD, and from the FLOOD to 
the DISPERSION, tho' J have not direttiy point- 


> Reſearches into the Ser 


| Er at any Period, to which it did extend, 


This Evidenes of an Original R on f 


eth a ſaſſicient Anſwer to thoſe petulan and impor- 
1 | runate Pretences, that Reaſon is ſufficient, and that 


1 Revelation i ir not Neceſſary, becauſe, if Reaſon be 
nine parts 
ient Guide, 


17 Mankind in a thouſand wanted a ſuffi 


For 4000 Years together, and that five parts out of 


125 ao ftill want a ſuſſicient Guide to ay them in 
their Duty. 


\ 


This I have ormerly r at large in the 


[ Preface to eight Sermons inVindication of the CH RE 
| ST. [AN Faith publ: bed about * Tears ago. 


wil 


will * add RE it is bat to ſoy, hither his 
Heavy Peice of Blaſphemous Stupudity, with which 
Infidels great and ſmall have of late Years loaded |}, 
their Pages. bewrayeth moſt their Malice or their g- 
norance? Whatever Reaſon be in ſelf, It hath not | 
been in the Exerciſe of it a Sufficient Guide: How % 
far Revelation bath been aſſiſtant to Reaſon, 1 will oF 
leave even thoſe unequitable Judges to determine: | 


Revelation hath helped even 3 to argue in their 
Way; and the firſt Debaſement of Reaſon was * ö 
ö 2 and Corruption of Revelation. -| 


"Tas Revelation hath been Univerſal : The Loſs | 
of it "was owing to the Wickedneſs of Men, and it 
bad continued Univerſal, bad Mankind. [offered + | 
to have been EffeRual. . Sufficient it ever was, tho 
not Effetual. But this is no Objaction to the Reve- 
lation itſelf, nor to the GIVER of it. Reaſon their 
boaſted Reaſon however Sufficient, ij not Effeflual, © 
and whatever can be objeRed to the Actual Sufficien- | 
cy of Reaſon, may at the fame time be Na dad 5 in 
. of * 


bot 1 hens advanced concerning * and bis : 
Writings is in ſome reſpedts conjeftural, nor ſhall 1 
think myſelf concerned to ſupport as FO” what 4 1 
have only offered as Probable. 


*% 


A. to the Infertzatabinns. They being founded « n 
Common Rules and Common Senſe will fland, and | 
the Knowledge of a Reſurrection is proved, however 
the Book is expounded, for the Figurative Senſe is | 

oo * * the * n of 10 ahd. 
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>  Gubjeft. The Period under the La 
of Wpur to comprize in one Diſcourſe, and That under 


1 ſhall, 1 hope, in a little time by GOD's Help 
ymplete what I have further to publiſh upon this 


of 


be Goſpel in Another, 
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I ſhall endea- 
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St. . . 
74 anſwered and ſaid unto them, 


bee, nor the Power of GOD. 


| RO M these Words I "AA undertaken 
q to. propole the Scripture Doctrine of the 
Reſerrection, as we find it delivered firſt 
in the Old Teſtament, and afterwards. in 
the New. In the 0/d Te ſtament according to the 
| one Periods of Time, as it ſtood before the Law 
and under the Law: In the New, as it Now ſtands 
in the Goſpel. 

I have accordingly conſidered this Doctrine, as 
it ſtood before the Law, until this Declaration . 
God to Moſes at the Buſb, of which this Decla- 
ration, and the Like unto it, made long before, 
are the Original and Randing Proof. 


The nent Period is chat under the Law; But, 


3 before I proceed to this Diviſion, it may be pro- 
per to produce ſome Collateral Evidence o the 
2 fame Truth, as we find it in the Seriptures either 
=_ Antecedent to Moſes, or Independent of the Law. 
We haye already ſeen t ' ths Doftrine was 


| | koi as high, as Adam, when a Redeemer was 


promiſed, and he was received into the Cove - 
nant 9575 ä and aſſured by the Cath 


— „ „%“ 


& + "= | of 


* 


Te do err, not knowing the Seri- 


— 


TA. 


of God: Da 1 It deſcended to Abel and 


afterwards from Seth to Noah, who in bleſſing 
Shem uſeth this peculiar Compellation, ( (a) Bleſſed * 


be the Lord GOD of Shem. This is the firſt time, 


we meet with this Title; and as it ever is an 
ineſs to thoſe, ' 


Aſſurance of Eternal Life and Happ 
who have the LORD for their GOD, All, that could 
poſſibly be implied and promiſed in that gra 

cious Name, was at that time Univerſaly 1 
and continued to be known as long, as the true 


Knowledge of God and his Religion was pre- 


ſerved; But as the Knowlege of Go p was ſoon 
corrupted and impaired, the Knowledge of all 
the great Articles of Religion, thoſe eſpecialy, 


which related to another Life, were impaired 


and corrupted alſo. It was preſerved longeſt 
in the Line of Shem, and among all his Deſcen- 
dants in the Family of Eber, till at laſt it was in 
a manner confined. to the Seed of Jacob, and 
there alſo it had been loſt, had not G op of his 
great Mercy, and in his own due Time revealed 
Himſelf unto Moſes: By Him we are informed, 
how th Doctrine was known from the Beginning, 
and preſerved to all Future Ages. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the firſt Notices of 


this DoCtrine are to us, at this Diſtance, taken, 
by themſelves ſhort and obſcure; but we are 
| miſtaken, if we imagine, that the great Points 


concerning the Redemption of Mankind were 
as obſcure to Adam, and Noab, as they would 


Now appear, without any further Light, to us. 


The whole Goſpel was originaly compriſed in that, 4 f Ar; 


lingle Promiſe of the Woman s Seed, and 1 in the 
GO Gen. ke 15 | 6H 
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| and Expreſs. 


1 4 

| Names of Jehovah Elohim, that glorious TRI 
NI of Divine Perſons in Eternal Unity of 
| Edence bound by Oath to perform it : All after 
7 Declarations and Tranſactions of Gop with 
Mankind were only ſo many further Steps, and 
Aſſurances toward the Performance, and ſo ma- 
ny Circumſtances, moreover of Time, Place, Fa- 
mily, and Manner relating to the Birth and 
Life, and Death and Reſurrection of this pro- 
Woche Seed, to point Him out, to e and 
P Him to the World. 

Thus the Revelation was at firſt in more ge- 
Jueral Terms, afterwards it grew more particular 
Like the Head of {ome mighty 
7 River, It appeared ſmall and narrow at its Riſe, 
but the Stream enlargeth, as thro' Mojes and the 
4 Prophets it rolleth along, till at laſt it is fulfilled 
in the Woman's Seed: And Now frofMHenceforth, 


; as from a new Spring and Ara it keepeth its 


Courſe, till Faith ſhall be ſwallowed up in Y:/con, 
and itſelf abſorbed in the vaſt Ocean of Eternity: 
We borrow our Light indeed from the ſubſequent 

Revelations, or rather from the Completion of 
Them; But we cannot diſcern by this borrowed 
: ight, how. clear the Promiſe of the Woman s . 
Weed appeared to Adam, and his Poſterity: And 


'Y for the Doctrine of the Mſurrection in particular, 


how dark and imperfect ſoever, We may ima- 
pine, It appeared to them becauſe It ſeemeth ſo 
to us if we look no further, than the Original 
Promiſe of the Woman's Seed, it is no more an 


| Argument againſt the World's having had the 
* Knowledge of it from the Beginniug, than it is 


$2 Argument, that the World neyer had the true 
| e Know- 


LG EE. 
Knowledge of Go p, becauſe it was ſo ſoon loſt 7 
and defaced almoſt over all the Earth. But fince 7 
our Bleſſed Saviour did, after ſo many Ages paſt, 7 
recur to this Ancient Declaration, I am the GOD I 
of Abraham, for a Proof of the Reſurre#:on, I do Ge 
moſt firmly conclude, that this Appellation was 
a Proof and Aſſurance of it from the Beginning. a 
We have great Reaſon to believe, that Re/i- Þ 
ligion with regard both to our Duty in th World, ni 
4 | and Condition in the Next was once ſufficient- 
ly known. Our Adverſarys with great Clamour 3 
contend, that it ought to have been So, as if be- 


| cCauſe it u not, and hath not been always fo, there- t 
[ | fore it never was ſo; but we with greater Rea- 
1 ſon, even with their own Reaſonings joyned to 


the Sacred Hiſtory do find, that What, they ſay, 
ought to e hath actualy been the Caſe: © 
And wehavemis further Evidence of it in all the 
Regions upon Earth, where any Senſe of Rei- 
gion hath been obſerved : The Original Grace and 
Promiſe are till legible in the ancient Rites and 
Mythology, which, how various ſoever in Em- 
blem and Expreſſion, are all manifeſtly founded 
upon, and do all terminate in an Expectation of 
a Redeemer, and the Reſtitution of Human Na- 
ture. In all Quarters of the World we may ſtil! 
follow the Prints and Traces of the Creation and 
Fal, and Redemption of Mankind; and it is a 
Confirmation, (a Demonſtration rather) that the 1 
Hiſtory of Moſes is the very Truth, ſince all their 7 
Errors are therein corrected, and What in other 7 
Nations was preſerved in imperfect Reſemblan- C 
ces, and a depraved Tradition, by Moſes is truly, © 
tho very briefly, recorded: It is ever agreeable 4 


3) 


Knowledge of his Laws fo far, as He requireth 
their Aſſent and Obedience: But there is no Ob- 
ligation even from our Notions of the Fuſtice and 
Coodneſs of Go p to keep up this Knowledge 
in all Parts and in every Nation of the World, 
g. any more, than there is any Obligation from the 
ſame Attributes to preſerye Mankind from run- 
ning into all manner of Sin, and Violence. The 
World before the Fhad had in all Probability 


be- the Family of Neah alone true Religion, at leaft 
re- the Practice of it, was preſerved: And after the 
ea- } Fload, the Knowledge of It was once more, as it 


to bad been from the Beginning, Univerſal: The 


ay, Wonder is, that It ſhoald fo ſoon, even during 
ſe: the Life of Noah, and long before the Death of 
the Shem begin to be ſo far defaced, that It was 


li- hardly preſer ved, even in the Line of Eber with - 


nd. out a Mixture of Iablatry; and had it not pleaſed 
nd } Gop to call Abrabam, It had been utterly loſt 


m- and buried in the Diabolical Rites, and moſt 


ed filthy Corruptions, which overwhelmed both the 
of Worſhip and Manners of Men. 
la- } Yet herein is the Providence of Go moſt 
ill ſingular and adorable for ever, that during all 
the time, the Kingdom of Darkneſs prevailed, 
the only Netzces throughout all thoſe Domi- 


in the World were to be traced and diſcovered, 
as we obſerved, in thoſe very Perver/ions and 
3 Corruptians of It: As Superſtition is an Evidence 
of true Religion, or as Error is an Argument of 
Truth, and every Obliguity ſuppoſeth the Necti- 
"IF 7=ae of its Rule oY What⸗ 


lot I to the Divine Goodneſs to give Mankind the 


bur loſt the Knowledge of G op and their Duty: In 


nions, that the true Religion had been once known 


Whatever wWas 1 ET had been 
LE in that Meaſure and Degree, wherein 
it was ſo; But if Men will fall from the Know- &* 

ledge of Gop, and Obedience to his Laws, He 

is not obliged conſtantly to interpoſe: 'They, Be 
who neglect the Light, and the Means afforded n 
them, are juſtly ſuffered to fall into Darkneſs; Inh 
and how Excuſable and Innocent ſoever Error hath 1 
been repreſented, yet Millions for their Errors | 
ſhall be condemned; For according to the Apo- 
ſtle, (and what He aſſerts is the Voice of Rea- in 
ſon) They who are ignorant of what may be $Þ 
known of God, and ſo fall into Iaolatry, and 
Sin, Theſe (a) are without Excuſe. And Thoſe 1 
among us, who reject the Word of Gop, are On 
much more inexcuſable: Lo, Theſe are the Men, Far 
who at once deſpiſe Beleivers and reproach their 
MAKER: Ilieſe are They, who ſtupidly deny- 
ing all Revelation, are yet the Firſt and Loud: 2 
eſt to utter their Hello Blaſphemiet againſt the | 
moſt Higb for not having given, and continued 
an Univerſal Revelation from the Beginning: In 
Fact, we ſee, they are miſtaken, and how very 
unreaſonable and impudent their Clamours are, 
that Revelation is not yet, even Now Vnidver ſal, 
we may learn from themſelves alone, who are a 
flagrant Inſtance to how little Purpoſe a Nxvelation 1 
is given, where Mew are fo i - poſed to nn I 
it e 


F. 5 
. 
"7 


de 
ha 
'But Gov: hath not — 8 The aa: | 
be hath been Twice, we are ſure, Univerſal, 
and conſidering the few Generations from Noah 
to Moſes,” IR et in a very Natural ny N | 

| (9) Rom}; 20, e * 
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4 7 ] | 
* eſcent have continued ſo till Den. The Uni- 


won Þ 
rein Ferſal Corruption of Mankind firſt reduced the 


w- Extent of it, while it was preſer ved in one cho- 
He | = People, after it was loft. in all the-World 
hey, heſides. They were ſet up*for a Light and an 
ded /n to the Nations round them, to whom the 
eſs; Inhabitants of all the Earth might repair for 
bath Knowledee and Inſtruction in their Duty: They 
rors ere ſeparated indeed from all other Nations, 
. hat they might not be ſwallowed up, and loſt 
dea- In the general Corruption; but no Man was 
7 be Excluded from Them, who was willing to joyn 


| Fimſelf unto. Them. 
The Diſtinction then is very juſt between the 
niverſal Revelation before the Lam, and the 


are 

len, Laber Revelation under the Lam: The for. 
heir per 1 have conſidered ſo far, as it regardeth the 
ny- 5 Neſcrredion F the Dead, and have deduced the 
ud: Fnowledge, which the Holy Line had of it from 
the Haam thro Noah unto Moſes: 1 did not inſiſt in- 
ued Reed on the Tranſlation of (a) Enoch any further, 
In han as a Type, and ſome Adumbration, as it were, 
ery If a Reſurrection, tho it is highly Probable, that 
are, 5 (6) Enoch propheſied of the Judgment to come, 
ſal, e might alſo ſpeak of the Reſurrection of the 
ea Head: Nor in the Times after the Flood did 1 


10 8 bention the viſible. Aſſumption of Elijab, becauſe 
hat will fall under the next Period: in the mean 
Whole it may be conſidered, as an Exemplication 
Enoch s being taken by 6 ob, and. tranſlated 

his Body as well as Soul to Heaven. 
But in the Times after the Hood 1 ſhall now 
ore at large produce what 1 rather hinted at 


© (a) Gen, IV, 24. 72 (5) Jude 14, I * | 


% R = 
1 * * * 2 
— * : - \ 


| Book of Exodus, and thoſe 1 haye e taken 


by the Name, by which (a) Eliezer the Servant 


particularly taught and aſſured under that Com. 
the Beginning to the End; For the Ges of 


clude, remained in the Houſe of Laban the S 


find by Commentators, ſuppoſed to be calling up- 
on a Falſe Go p, or an Idol, which Nabor had 


831 


than inſiſted upon i in my laſt Diſcourſe, and chat ſet 
is the Evidence ariſing from this Titis "and Style . "Wk 
of GoD, as we find it in other Places, than the and 


| rait 
ſome Notice of. 


In this repartition therefore we cannot pan 


of Abrabam ſo often calleth upon the Lo RD, 0 
LORD GOD of my Maſter Abraham. This ſhow-! | 
eth, that the Style was well known in the Fami- 
ly of Ahraham, and that to call upon the Loxo? 
under ſuch a Style and Title, was at that Time, 
as well as Afterwards a Religions Form of Invoca- La! 


tion, by which Holy Men of old expreſſed their han 


Faith in the Promiſes of GOD to their Fathers; and ten 
eſpecialy their Belief of a Nſurrection, which was pot 


pellation throughout the Sacred Writings from 


Shem is the God of Abraham alſo: The great 
Creator and Redeemer of the World : the Poſſe or 
of Heaven and Earth! 

In my laft Diſcourſe I did but juſt take No- : 


tice of the Knowledge, which, we may well con- G 


e 
rian, the Grandſon of Nabor Abraham's Brother, . 


in that he uſeth the ſame ſacred Language with Þ Pa 
Jacob his Kinſman, and calleth upon the Gop 1 
of Abrabam, and the G0 of Nahor to witneſs | in 6 
between chem. | ; per 

This calling upon the Goo of 'Nahor, is, as 10 c 


Th 


© Gen. XXIV. 


el 2 
, 2 
We — 
n 
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hat 1 et up, or which his Children Bethuel, and La- 
tyle ban had choſen for their G op, their Guardian, 
the and Deliverer. Farther alſo 1 find, that a cer- 


ken Fain Combination of Writers in their Eleventh Peice 


7 


„ 
* 
2 


of Univerſal Hiſtory have not only fallen into the 
Paſs ſame Opinion, but have moreover from this ve- 
ant ry Paſſage endeavoured to account for the Origin 
„ O pf Idolatry. One Anſwer will ſerve both the 

OW- commentatort, and the Compilers. 2 
mi- 1, Firſt it doth not appear, whether this Na- 
RD Bhor were the Father, or the Son of Terah: the 
ime, Grandfather, or the Brother of Abraham; for 
dc Laban might intend his own Grandfather Abra- 
heir bam s Brother, or more remotely he might in- 
and tend Nahor the Grandfather of Abraham: ſup- 
was poſing the firſt, it doth not appear, that Nahor 
Com- the Grandfather of Laban, however he might 
rom begin to degenerate into Iaolatry by making Te- 
> of raphim, Images, or Idole, had ever ſet up another 
ret God in Oppoſition to the Go p of his Brother 
Mor Abraham: ſuppoſing the laſt, it is ſtill more im- 
probable, that Nahor the Grandfather of Abra- 
No- ham had ſet up another Go p in Oppoſition to the 
con- Gop of Shem and Eber. The Gop of Abraham 
> Jy- therefore and the Go p of Nahor is not two, but 
ther 5 1 the One living and true GOD, So that from this 

with Paſſage we cannot trace the Origin of Idolatry. 
209 IL. It is certain, that Laban Himſelf, however 
tneſs in other reſpects an /dolater, was till a Worſhip- 
per of the true Gop: the Gop of Abraham, the 
as I Bop of Shem, even the Gop of their Fathers. 
up- This 1 collect from the Devout Addreſs of La- 
had Wan to Abraham's Servant. (a) Come in thou Bleſſed 
| ſe - 1 | . Ly (a) Gen. XXIV, B | of 


** 
* 
>& 

* 


of the LORD. Now the Loxo is the Same, whom 
the Servant calleth ſo often, The LORD GOD of 
my Maſter Abraham. I his alſo we may conclude 7 


Number, or the Gop of their Fathers Abraham i 


[ 10 


from the Anſwer of Bethuel and Laban to the i 
Man, upon his demanding Rebeccah in Marriage 
for his Maſter's Son. (a) The thing proceedeth of Þ 
the LORD: Take her, and let her be thy Maſters | 
Sons Wife, as the LORD hath ſpoken. 4 
III. Thirdly I would obſerve, that the Gods 
of Abraham, and the Gop of Nahor, whom La- 
ban invoketh for a Witneſs between them on the 
Behalf of his Daughters is one and the ſame GOD, 
whom he calleth (6) the Gop of their [his Daugh- i 
ters] Father: that is the God of their great” Ma 
Anceſtor Shem, or their Common Anceftor Na- 
hor, if we read [their Father] or the Gop of 
all their Progenitors, if we read [their Fathers.] 3 
But the Syriac Verſion termeth Him the GOD of Her 
our Fathers. According to the Arabic He is the 
GoD of their Fathers: and the Æthiopic expreſly Nx 
calleth Him he GOD of Abraham. The GOD of N 
Abraham, and the GOD of Nabor judge between us, 
even the GOD of Abraham, Who is by this En- 
phaſes, more ſtrongly declared to be the Gop of 
Nahor alſo. By. the Gop of their Father then, 
it is plain, that Laban meaneth either the Gop % 
of their Father Shem, if we read in the Singular 


and Nahor, and of all their Progenitors, if we 
read in the Plaral. | | 3 | 

IV. Fourthly I would obſerve, that when Goo 
in his laſt Commands to the Children of Iſrael by 


» 4 


the Mouth of Joſbuab chargeth their Fathers wit! 


) Gen. XXIV, 50. () Gen. XXXI, 53. 1 


— "Os * 


2 


— 


Idolatry, He inſtanceth only in (a) Terah by 
om Name, the Father of Abraham and the Father 4 


— 


Nachor. As therefore the Father of Abraham and 
ide the Father of Nachor is the ſame Perſon, in like 
the manner by parity both of Reaſon and Expreſ- 
age ion, the Gov, of Abraham, and the Gop of 
Nachor is the ſame Gop. It is plain that Nahor 
ers ſhe Father of Terah was an [dolater, as well as 
Vabor the Son: otherwiſe Terah could not have 
peen named by way of Inftance and put in 4p- 
Joon with [their Fathers:] For Appoſition bath 
eſpect to Things before, as well in Time, as in 
. SWon/truftion; And altho' Theſe were 1dolaters, 
Ne may conclude nevertheleſs, that Idolatry 
had an higher Original, and whenever at began, 

Fee are not to look for the Beginning of it in 
the Perſon of Nahor the Brother of Abraham 
Mor yet in the Perſon of Nabor the Father of 
| Terah. „ | I A . 0 1 i 
the For ſurely it is not probable, that Idolatry 
ſhould begin among the Deſcendants of Shem: 
We may (1 think) with greater Certainty.look 
u, for the Origin of it among Ham, and his Po- 

Ferity. The Children of Shem, and particular- 
the Family of Eber were moſt probably the 
en, fery laſt, that took the Infection, and being 
op Forrupted, they were at that time an Argument 


ular father of the Univerſality than of the Origin of 


x 
am M#polatry. 


we The next Collateral Evidence of a Reſurre- 
ion Before, or at leaſt independent of the Law 


- 


T. & 4 \ 


P 7 | * 0 Ni 
zoo F the Book of Job, which may molt tl be inter- 
by goed in thus Hate val between the Death, Of FRE 


th (00) Jeſh. XIV, 215. n 
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3 r 3 
Patriarchs, and the Giving of the Law. For whe- Wat 


* 


ther He was a Stranger to the Houſe of Iſrael or is t 


not, We do not find, that He was acquainted ei- ec 


* 
# 
« 


ther with the Hiſtory or the Law of Moſes, from d 


whence it is generaly agreed that He was neither Wan 


deſcended of Abraham, nor born after the Time pe: 


of Moſes, Some, as we may find, have ſuppoſed, Wy 


that He was a Grandſon of Eſau, and that He NA. 


lived about the time, that Joſeph was Governour a 
of A2ypþt, and then indeed he may be reckoned iv 
among the Deſcendants of Abraham, and to have ur 
derived his Knowledge with his Deſcent. But be 
as throout the Book both He and hu Friends br 
appear to be perfect Strangers, and utterly unac- be, 
quainted with Abraham and his Poſterity, we may tb: 
with better reaſon ſuppoſe Him to have been the 
more remotely deſcended from Eber, or any other one 
of the Children of Shem, and then his Know- 7ol 


ledge, as likewiſe the Knowledge of his three Yar: 


Friends and Elibu, muſt have been derived from th. 


. 
1 


the Original Doctrine, which remained with Noah, | 


and from Him deſcended to his Poſterity. If This G 


be the Caſe, It is a good Argument for an Ori- wa 
ginal Revelation, and the Traditional Preſervation pr 
—_— 7 TE on ns 0X 

No there are ſeveral Preſumptions, that the ha 


Book of Fob is not only Elder than Moſes, but gr 


Ancient even to Abraham alſo. The firſt hhe 
I. Shall be taken from his Age. What Age L. 


4 


he might be, when his Afflictions firſt fell up- th 


on him we cannot with any certainty deter- ed 
mine; but as he had then three Sons, and ſeven }} Ca 
Daughters grown up to the Eſtate of Manhood, 0 
we may well ſuppoſe him to have arrived to- 
29 | ward 


7 [ 13 - 
che. | v wards the middle Age of Man in thoſe days, that 
el or is to threeſcore Years and upwards: Fob did not 
d ei- Non himſelf an old Man, or to have reach- 
from I d unto old Age, when all thoſe Storms and Ca- 
ither 7 Fut followed ſo faſt upon him. (a) 0h that 1 
Time pere as in Months paſt, As I was in the Days of 
oſed, Wy Youth, when my C ildren were about me. The 
[ He | Months paſt were but a little time before, and it 
nour vas not long after, when it pleaſed Go p to de- 
oned Wiver him into the Power of Satan to try him ſtill 
have Further even to the uttermoſt. So that as he may 
de ſuppoſed at this time to have been between 


But 
ends bree and fourſcore Years, and leſs he could not 


nac- de, This is near the ſame Mean and Proportion as 
may cbirey! is now to ninety, and he might well call 
been them the Days of his Youth; After this he lived 
ther Zone hundred and fourty Years, and all the Days of 
,ow- Job were upon this Computation about two bun- 
hree Jared and twenty Years,which Number comcides with 
rom the Age of Man from Serve to Terah incluſive. 


oah, F II. That Fob lived ſo early we have alſo this 
This Ground further to preſume; Foraſmuch as ob 
Ori- ; was not infected with the Idolatry, which Then 
ton 1 as we find the Family of Abraham to 
have been; Idolatry ſeems, when he wrote, to 
have been but Young, and to have made no 
but gęreat Progreſs in thoſe parts of the World, where 
19 * he lived: We do not indeed read of any ſuch 
Age | Lam ſo very ancient, but it ſhould ſeem, that 
up- the true Worſhip of Gop was even then eſtabliſb- 
ter- Jed, and Idolatry, in the Judgment of Fob, was a 
ven Capital Offence: a Crime of the higheſt Nature. 
od, ) If bebeld the Sun, when it Ven or the Moon 
to- () Job XXIX, 2, 4,5. (b) Job XXX1, 26, 27, 28. | 

N walk 


J. 


walking i in Brightneſs : And my Heart hath "00 «| * 
cretly enticed, or my Mouth hath kiſſed my Hand: fd 
This alſo. [were] an Iniquity [to be puniſhed by] the di 
Judge: For I ſhould have denied the GOD, tha 5] : | 


above. 


late as Abraham, but refer up to Adam and the 
moſt ancient Occurrences, the Creation, the Fal! 
and the Flood together with the Redemption of 


a2 Proper Place, as ſome. Argument, that Job was 


Gon alſo. 

It is objected W by a great (a) Author much 
converſant in the Original State and Theory of | 
the World, that it is not very likely, that 7% 
an Arab ſbould have a clearer Knowledge of the Re- 
furrection before the Times of Moſes and the Law, 
than all the Hebrews and cher Prophets in all after. | 
Apes. rec 

Bas it is not laid, He hed a clearer View of this 


Myſtery, only we may obſerve, that the more x J 


Ancient he was, the clearer was his View, as be- 
ing placed nearer the Light and Purity of the 0- 
riginal Revelation: Whether he lived before Mo- 


III. Another Conſideration is, that Fob and his x 

Friends do not only, not make Mention of 4. ä 
braham and his Seed, but, what is more remark- | 4 

able, they take Notice of no Tranſactions ſo 
Pen 


I 
1 
5 


al 


1 PC I 
the World: All which Evidence 1 ſhall offer in Was 
that 
not «racquainted with the Doctrine of a Ree | | T 


W757 M 


. 


ſer, or even before Arabam alters not the Caſe; 1 5 


It is plain, He derived not his Knowledge from 
the Writings of Moſes, but from the ſame. Faun 
tain with Abrabam and the Patriarchs upwards: 

We do not find, that Abraham's Khowledpe roſe 


WO nan de Statu Mortuor : 196. 
from 


1 
om any peculiar Revelation to himſelf, bar he 
¶rived it from the Common Doctrine delivered 
wn in the Line of Eber; For the Style, in 
q 1 ich the Aſſurance of a Reſurrection is conveyed, 
is Was known, we ſee, to the Houſe of Bethuel his 
1 Fothers Son, as well as to Himſelf; Nay it is 
om Laban s Profeſſion, that we infer Abraham's 
Knowledge: From his Appeal to the GoD of 
Peir Fathers we argue that Abraham alſo was ac- 
Quainted with this Title, and the Doctrine built 
pon it; for when it appeareth, that this Titie 
Was known unto Laban, we do eaſily conclude, 
q at Abraham was no Stranger to it. = 
The Concluſion is therefore Wrong: Abra- 
em was ignorant of the Reſurredtion, therefore Fob 
1 d not know it: It ought to have been in the 
ver ſe, Fob was acquainted with it, therefore Abra- 
| Bam was not ignorant of it. 
But be his Deſcent what it will, and whatever 
he Age, he lived in, this is certain, that He was 
Propbet, as Abraham was, and therefore acguaint- 
# with the Divine Will in the general Doctrinec, 


i hat had been revealed as well, as in any ſpecial 
Ire — in which it ſhould pleaſe God to declare 
de- is Pleaſure. 


1 That Job was a Prophet, beds the Argument 
2 i om the internal Character of his Diſcourſe, we 
e; Jave the Teſtimony of Gop Himſelf, ſo fa, as 
m Prayer and Interceſſion and Offering Sacrifice on the 
2 I "1 of others were any part of a Prophets Office. 
s: i or as with regard-to Abraham, Gos ſaid unto 


formelech, (a) Now therefore reſt ore the Man ber 


© for he ua Prophet, and be al pray for thee 
(a) Gen. XX, 7. 


and 
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and thou ſhalt live: in like manner, the LORD. 
ſaid unto Eliphaz the Temanite, (a) My Wrath « * 
Eindled againſt thee, and againſt thy two Friends, for 
ye have not ſpoken of Me the Thing, that is Right, as whe 
my Servant Job hath. Therefore take unto you now 
| ſeven Bullocks and ſeven Rams, and go to my Servant 
Fob, and offer up for yourſelves a Burnt-offering, and 
my Servant Fob ſhall pray for you, for him will I ac- | 
cept: leſt. I deal with you after your Folly. Let Him 
have lived therefore in what Age ſoever, we may 
well conclude, that Thu Holy Man, Thu Servant 
of GOD was acquainted with all the great Points 
concerning the Redemption of the World, as It 

had then been revealed, upon the Covenant made 


with Adam in the Promiſe of the Woman s Seed. 


So much for his Kzowledge: The Manner of 4 
Expounding Him in another Point very fit to be 


ſettled, before we produce his Authority. 


The Language of the Book is perfectly in the 
Eaſtern Manner: Throughout the Narrative and 
Converſation part It is Grave and Solemn, and 
Sententious: plain in Compariſon, yet abound- 
ing in thoſe Figures, and Redundancys ſo Fami- 
liar to the Eaſtern Climates; But in the more Poe- 


4 4 6. 
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* 
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1 


tical and Exalted Diviſions It riſes wonderfully Ma- "6 


gnificent, and Sublime: In the laſt Chapters eſpe- * 


cialy the Conceptions are ſo Grand and Maje- 


| ſtic, ſo elevated above the higheſt Pitch of Hu- 


man Imagination: The Expreſſion of that Di- 


gnity, Strength and Beauty, far ſurpaſſing the 
Richeſt and Nobleſt Productions of the greateſt 
| Orators and Poets known to the moſt Ancient, or 
to Later Times, that here we meet with vaſt Va- 


(a) Job XLII. 7,8. 


riety 
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now | 
vant 
| and 
] ac- | 
Him 4 
may 
vant 
pints | 
as It 
jade 


r of q 
harren Brains, | ſee not, why Faith and Fails 
the? 
and 
and nd in the richer and more Lofty Languages Lu- 
ind- 
mi- 
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1 
tiety of the moſt lively and -Roviſhing Inſtances 
of the Great, the Marvellous and Sublime, both 
In Thought and Diction; And when we read, or 
when we hear theſe Wonderful Lines recited, we 


1 huſt confeſs the Sound to be more than Mortal, and 


e Voice, no other than the Voice of GOD) 

But even Thu its Superlative Excellence is 
nade an Objection, and with regard to the Weight 
ind Authority of the Language for ſettling and 


. onfirming any ſpecial Doctrine, the Style is thought 


dy ſome of a more ſevere and Critical Conſtitution 
do dark and Figurative, and therefore not to he 
plleged in Proof of a Reſurrection. 


But ſurely the Genius and Idiom of any Lan- 


guage take not off from the Truth either of the 
arrations or the Dorines delivered in it: And 
notwithſtanding the Exceptions of theſe cola and 


may not be declared in warm and glowing Words, 
n every Tongue Its Idiom is its true Propriety, 


uriances and Hyperboles are only juſt and natural 
bus and Copious Diction, neither is the Doffrine 


# the Reſurrefion the leſs certain, tho it be 
gothed ſometimes in more Pompous, ſometimes 


in more Figurative and Aluſive Terms. For the 


Bred Truths therein delivered are to be Liter 
Inderſtood, tho Figuratively dskvered. 
| This 1 think is the right Key for the Language 


dok for a plain meaning under Figurative Expreſ- 


f thit Boot. To underſtand it truly we muſt 


Expreſſions, As therefore Matters of Fatt are 
Not r. leſs certain for being delivered in a Pom- 
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ing at all without ſtripping the Sentence of its Or- 


namental Dreſs, there we may be ſure, the Li- 
teral Senſe couched under thoſe Figures is the F© 


true Senſe: As on the other hand where the Li- ? 
teral is either Impoſſible or abſurd, the plaineſt 
Words are to be Figuratively underſtood : The 


Rule is Eaſy, when either, or the Literal or the F | 
Figurative Senſe is ſhocking one Way, the Words . 


ar tobe taken and under fed che Otter; And, 1 | 
believe, We may lay it down for a General Rule, 
that zhe beſt Senſe is the trueſt Meaning. 1 


But in Contradiction both to Rule and Reaſon, 640 


It is the Way of thoſe, who are unwilling to ſee I 
the Evidence of this or any other revealed Doctrine 


to interpret all thoſe Paſſages, which deliver any T7 
thing more plainly concerning a Rſurrection in a ÞF. . 


Metaphorical Senſe of Temporal Calamity and Fe- 
licity : Thus ſeveral Paſſages in this Book of 7b, 
which at ſome other time I ſhall allege, are ſet 3 
aſide, and expounded away: In kke manner the 
Evidence, which I ſhall hereafter produce from 
the Pſalms and the Prophets is treated alſo. = 
In the mean time I will only return two or 


three ſhort Remarks to all theſe vain Efforts, and 


ſolemn Pretenſions againſt theſe ancient Witneſſes J | 
of our Faith. | x 


I. Firſt we may obſerve once for all upon the E. | 
Conduct of theſe equitable Judges, That they ſet 


aſide the Authority of Figurative Language, be- b 


; cauſe it is Figur ative 3 and they give to plain and 1 


Literal Language a Figurative Interpretation, 
and then for the ſame Reaſon reject That alſo. 
II. The Second Remark 1 would offer is, If 


the der pures ſpeak of Temporal Misfortunes and YN. | 


- "A 3 
1% 
Deli- 
* 
31 
5 1 


be, 0 
5 8 


* . 
5 


| - 
_ "Deliverance in the Terms of Death and a Reſur- 
Li. fectłion, then the Doctrine of a Reſurrection mult 
che Jave been well known, or the Language would 
d hne > B . —"— | 1 . : 
Li. Shave been unintelligible: And here in aid of the 
Rule a little before laid down I will add this 
The Other. Al Words, that are uſed in a Figurative. 
the Neuſe muſt firſt be underſtood in a Literal: that is 
e muſt firſt know the proper Literal meaning of 
2 Word, before we can underftand it in the Senſe 
Jo which it is zransferred, Theſe Objectors there- 
Pre prove the Point, they would deny, For we 
2 — 4 ; 
lon, uſt know, what is a proper Reſurref:on from 
125 4 ; 5 | ; | | | 
ee Peath and the Grave, before we can transfer the 
cine Nord to an Aluſtve Reſurrection from Miſery and 
Deſtreſs. © 13 | 
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in a III. Thirdly I would obſerve, that in the o- 


} 


e. #2ginal Language it was hardly poſſible to avoid 
Job, uralte Expreſſions: For with them the Tongue 
: ſet & a Language of Things rather than Words, and 
che its very Letters are ſignificant: It is not meerly 
rom In Arbitrary Sound, but a Real Character, and the 

Name of every Creature diſcovereth in ſome mea- 
hre the Diſtinguiſhing Property of its Nature. All 
and Nature 1s its Book, and its Words are formed up- 
efſes % the Eſſences of Things, and they had convey- 

their Primæval Knowledge to their Poſterity, 
the Ad they not reſted in the Names, and forgot the 
yſet 85. Their Wickeaneſs brought on their Ig 
Fence, and their Ignorance their Errors: As our 

ang Fox faid to the Sadducees, it may ſtill be ſaid 
on. their Poſterity, and to the whole People of the 
us alſo, Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
14 e Power of GOD; And in a Chriſtian Country 
and This will ever be one lin ung Mark 12 | 
2 | n- 
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Unbeliever, that his Infidelity beareth a juſt bre p | 
portion to his Knowledge, or in other Words: His 4 apc 
Infidelity is great as is Knowleage his ſmall, and his this 
Jenorance is diſcovered by his Errors. i * 

There is ſtill another Rule for the right Inter- | 
pretation of this Book, and that is iN to Ae. Ut b 
gui ſh the ſeveral Arguments maintained in thu Holy 
Converſation, and to mark out the main Truths, and bf 
Dodtrines reſulting from the whole. As the former in 
Rules relate merely to the Diction, This relates n 
more immediately to the Subject: In reading 
therefore this ſacred Book, our Attention muſt be 
the greater, and our Care the more exact, to 
diſcern the Praceſ in the ſeveral parts, as the 
connection is not evident to every Eye, nor the Way | 
of arguing in the Form and Method of ordinary 
Concluſions. 2 

Without deſcending too Windel into parti- Wye 
culars, which would adminiſter only to Obſcuri- F - 
ty and Confuſion, It may be ſufficient to obſerve, me 
that after the Hiſtorical part, which may ſerve | Pe 
for an Introauction, this Book preſently —_— 
Into a Converſation held by Job and his Friends, Þ 
upon the Manner of Gops Dealing with the Seas * : 
of Men occaſioned by the dreadful Calamitys 1 in- 0 
flicted on this Holy Man. ' 1 "in 

It is not neceſſary to diſtingiſh the particular | 
Manner, in which his. three Friends do ſev 
proceed in ſupport of their Opinions, and: Main. L 1 
tenance of their Charge againſt him: The Argu- $ D; 
ment and Poſition, which they do all Three hold 
is the ſame: viz. That GOD. ſent theſe Afflitions | 2 
upon him for hes Sint, that if he had not been a: great | cu. 


Sinner, he had not been fo grieviouſly affiiiea. 56 Kel 


pro- 
His 
id his 
PJotwithſtanding all his Sufermgs, he placeth all 
his Hope and Confidence in the Mercy and Goodneſs 
f Gop: He expreſſeth the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance, 
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:ftin- . © 
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u his Anſwers to > i maintaineth his Integrity 
4 1 denieth their Poſition: He ſhoweth, that in 
% World the Micted are often Profperous, and 


hat all theſe irregular appearances of the M:ſerys 


, and f Good Men, and the Proſperity of Wicked Men 
mer in thi World, will be compoſed and adjuſted in an- 


elates | 


ding 
ſt be 
t, to 
6 the | 


nar 4 


arti- 


curi- 


ve, | 
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ain. the Superintendency of Providence, the Reſurrefion 
gu- > the Dead, and the Judgment to come; For, in 
. D;ſputation what none of them deny, All of them are 
Breſumed to acknowledge. The Reſurrection parti- 
Di cularly None of them gainſay, but all of them 


ll 1 deliver ſeyeral things, which lerve to confirm it. 


ther. He acknowledgeth himſelf ſo far a Sinner, 
is not to be able, of and by Himſelf alone to ſtand 


Confidence in the Divine Mercy, that He is af- 


is Redeemer, who ſhall come at the laſt day to 
4 Iyer upon his Reſurrection from the Dead. 
It will be enough juſt to mention Elbus Ar 


2 ayſman, as it were, and Moderator between Fob 


Neaſoning: of the three Friends, and taxeth Fob 

with unduti ful and irreverent Behaviour towards 

50 D. He reproveth him for expoſtulating im- 
patiently with his Maker, and not ſubmitting 

Weekly to his Will. 

All of them agree in ſome Common Points, as 


And 
$ 


the Juſt Judgment of Gop, and yet he hath that 


Fured He ſhall be juſtified in the End. This his 
Full Truft and Confidence he buildeth upon Faith in 


Fudgment, when He ſhall ſce Him with thoſe very 


ment, who putteth himſelf in the place of a 


and his Friends. He diſalloweth the Poſition, and 


— — dutt. — 
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And from the whole theſe three Points alſo may 
be gathered. Firſt from the Introduction in the 
two firſt Chapters. That there are not two Su. f 
preme Independent PRINCIPLES One GOOD the 
Other EVIL, againſt the MANICHEES. Secondly 4 
from the Book we learn, that Man i not juſtified % Gi 
y his own Strength and Perfettions and Merits, a- 
gainſt the PELAGLANS. Thirdly that Man u 7 
juſtified by Faith thro the Expiation and Atonement % 
to be made by a Redeemer, againſt the SOCINTANS. F. 
We are taught, that this Redeemer ſhall ſtand at 
the laſt Day upon the. Earth, when Job and all the : 
Faithful Servants of GOD ſhall riſe from the Dead 
with their own Bodys, and ſee Him, every one for 
Himſelf with his own Eyes. STE _ 
This is the Dockrine, and, this may ſerve for 
a general Anaſy/;s of the Book -. In this Light the 
Ancient Doctrine may be diſcerned, and here 
we have the moſt perfect Draught of the Prime- 
val Religion derived from Adam, and tranſmit- 
ted to the ſucceeding World by Noah, From . 
hence the Mouths of foul Blaſphemers may be 
ſtopped, who fear not to charge the Almighty F 
with Cruelty, and Injuſtice for giving any Re- 
velation at all, if He did not give it from the Be- 
ginning, and make it Unzwerſal, when He gave 
it. We ſee, that our Almighty and moſt merciful Þ. 
Father did reveal his Will, and reſtore Man to & 
Grace from the Beginning: that this Revelation 
was Vniverſal from Adam to Noah, and from 
Noah to his Sons, till Infidelity, and Wickeaneſs 
and Ignorance broke the Communication between 
Earth and Heaven, and Men thro their Luſts and 
Vanity turned their Eyes away from the mf 

an 


may 1. | . 23 33 

the d ſunk altogether into Darkneſs and Corru- 

F. on: 3 „ 

5 For ourſelves, I muſt beg leave in the Conclu- 

the Ne Wade 

n to enter this juſt and neceſſary Plea, That we 

* a1 e poſſeſſed of, and do truly underſtand the Covenant 

Je of GOD in Chriſt from the firſt Promiſe of a Re- 
Hemer to the Fimſhing of our Redemption: We are 


7 
* pt altogether ſo much ſtrangers to the Sacred Lan- 


NG. ö age, as we have of Late been repreſented, We do 
' Fery well know the Diſtinction between our - 


a emer the Purifier and the Covenant He hath eſta- 
Bliſhed with us: It may ſound like an hard Ca- 
#chreſis to ſubſtitute the Word | Purifier] in our 


" With (a) Zacharias, that He hath wiſited and re- 
ſeemed his People, as He ſpake by the Mouth of bis 
"Holy Prophets, which have been, ſince the World be- 
an: To perform the Mercy to our Fathers, and to 


Ne ſware to our Father Abraham. 

Far be it from us therefore to (b) neglect this 

great Salvation, or to (c) count the Blood of the Co- 
denant, wherewith we are ſanctiſied ar Unholy, or 
even a Common thing ; but we think, that as 
Jong as Aiaqνν is the Title and Diſtinction of 

the New Teſtament the Word Berith, on which 

% At is founded, may ſtill keep its place in the 01d, 


"rm & ſpoken of, and its Accompliſbment is promiſed 
n ind aſſured. (4) rok beste. (i) lieb f.,. O x. 


Tranſlation, wherever the Word [Covenant] oſo- 
5 5 gurreth; Whereas the Word [Covenant] may 


member his Holy Covenant: Even the Oath, which 


Eſpecialy in thoſe places where the New Covenant 


m 
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= | | I ſhall conclade Therefore with this earnef} 
1 Prayer to the Father of the Spirits of all Fle 5 F 
F through Him that loved us, and gave Himſelf for us, : 
5 and hath redeemed us unto GOD by his Blood, Even 
that the (a) GOD of Peace, which brought again 


from the Dead our LORD FESUS that great Shep. 

'i herd of the Sheep through the Blood of the ache, 3 

F Covenant, would make us perfect in every good Work 

= to do hi 2 that ſo, He may bring us alſo again 

| 22 the Dead in a elorious REſurrection to Eternal 

= |} | Life, MF 
9 4 Unto Him therefore, that ſitteth upon the Throne, ; 
FF and to the Lamb, and to the Spirit, which Heatet ( 

j | unto the Churches, Be aſcribed Bleſſing and Honour | 
1 and Glory and Power: All Praiſe and | 25 


Might Majeſty and Dominion in all Churches of 

1 Saints upon Earth, and in the Church T is in | 
10 Heaven for ever and Ever. Amen. 

Wh (a) Hebr. XIII, 20, 21. 
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"Toi XIX, 25. 


For [ know that my Redeemer livetb. 


The Context runs thus. 

8; Oh that my Words were now Writ- 
zen, Oh that they were e prinied 1 in 4 
Dante 

That they were graven with an 
Fs. Pen, and Lead in the Rock for 
ever! 

wing: 5. For [ know, [that mM rn 

_ liveth, and [that | He ſhall ſland at 
the latter [Day] upon the Earth. 

Þ6. Aud | though] after my Skin 
Morms] deſtroy this Boch! ] yet 
in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee GOD: 

© Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and 
mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not An- 

* other, | though) my Reins be con- 
— ſumed Within me. Or (as) accord- 
ing to the Vulgate, It may be bet- 
ter rendred, -- 4nd this my Hope 
laid up in my boſom. 

HAN propoſed to conſider the Do- 

ctrine 7 the Reſurrection under three 


ever Periods, a as it ſtood 5 the Lam, ** 
er 
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der the Law, and as it Now ſtands in the Goſpel: þ 
In ſtating the Doctrine, as it ſtood before the hi 


Law after I had produced the Teſtimonys re- 


corded by Moſes, I proceeded, to conſider ſome x g 
Collateral Evidence, Such, as is Antecedent to a 


Moſes, or however, Independent of the Law. 


This I have deduced to the Time of Fob, and 
have endeavoured to prepare the Way by ſome } 
Neceſſary Obfervations both with reſpec to the 
Age, the Prophet may be thought to have lived 
in, and with regard to the Interpretation of the 


Book, which is entitled by his Name. 


I ſhall not repeat what 1 have advanced upon 
thoſe particulars, but proceed to the Teſtimony 
found in the Book itſelf concerning this great 
Article of our Faith; I have accordingly choſen i 
theſe celebrated Words to build this Diſcourſe i 
upon, which, tho they contain the cleareft, yet 
are not the only Evidence; and therefore It may r 
be neither unuſeful, nor foreign to the Purpoſe, ! 
if we take a larger Compals, and thereby a fuller '#x 
Veiw of the Knowledge which Fob and his Friends 
appear to have of the great Points relating to 
the Primitive Religion of the World founded in 


the Covenant of Grace upon the Fall of Man. 


For all theſe Points ſerve to illuſtrate and con- 
firm each other, and tho we cannot ſay, They 
are properly the Subject, we have in View, yet 
as in ſome great and wonderful Poem, (Such as 
that Admirable Work deſigued and formed upon 
the Fall of Man) they riſe, like ſo many Beau- 
tiful Epiſodes out of the Subject, and are to be 
regarded, as ſo many Arches and Pillars, which 
at the ſame time ſtrengthen and adorn the Fabric. 

N . e I. Firſt 


bis Friends were a | | 
corded afterwards by Moſes concerning the 


= 2. 
I. Firſt then we may obſerve, that Fob and 
inted with every Point 


Ereation, the Fall and Redemption of Man: 
Kat they had moreover a diſtant Knowledge at 
Faſt of che Creation of Angels, and of the Fall 
f thoſe, that kept not their firſt Habitation: 
All Theſe ſerve to confirm their Knowledge of 
he Reſurrection, and like perpetual Lamps pro- 
Perly diſpoſed give Light thro all the Gloom of 


: Win and Death to our Riſing and Reſtoration to 


ite and to Light again: They make altogether 
Dae Beautiful and conſiſtent Syſtem, exhibiting 
V us that Covenant of Grace and Mercy, which 


Path ſince, as the ſeveral Exigencys of the World 


4 quired, been more largely, and particularly re- 
gealed. So that in the Courſe of this Sublime 
Ind Holy Converſation are unfolded the true 


Prigin of Evil, the Depravation of Human Na- 


re: The Reſtitution of Man to the Divine 
Favour, and Juſtification by Faith in a Redeem- | 
& thro an Expiation and Atonement to be made 
r Sin, by ſo juſt and fo clear an Evolution, as 
alone ſufficient, as was obſerved before, to over- 
row at once the Manichean, the Pelagian, and 
Peinian Scheme, and to juſtiſie the Ways of 
& 0D with Men. : 


| : II. I would obſerve, that theſe Points being 


nly Incidentaly mentioned, and neither Hiſto- 

aaly nor Doctrinaly delivered furniſh us with a 

culiar Argument, that the Knowledge of them 

as in that Age common and Familiar, as the 

nowledge of the Goſpel Now is in a Chriſtian 

jountry ; So long therefore we may conclude, 
| A We: 5 that 


[48] 


that the Original Revelation and Religion con- 
tinued to be known, as indeed they never had 
been loſt, but thro' the Degeneracy and Apolta- 4 
fie of Men. 
III. Taking the Book of ub 1 in this Light, 1. 1 
is Eaſy, Conſiſtent, and Intelligible: Throw it 
out of this View, and all is dark and intricate 
reſembling more the Diſceptations of the Gre. H! 
cian Sets in much later Ages, than that exalted g. 
Wiſdom, which floweth from a more pe DM: 
Knowledge of the Creator, and the Dutys of e 
his Creatures towards Him. [ 

1 ſhall beg leave therefore to preſent in a chor. | 
and Tranſient View ſome of thoſe many Points 
which have not only a cloſe and intimate Con. 
nection with each other, but afford great Light Ha! 
and Aſſurance to the Doctrine of the Reſurre. 
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ion alſo. A br⸗ 
We will take them therefore in the following AC 
Order, and juſt mention, Firſt Fang 

I. Some plain References and Alluſions to the dei 


Fall of Angels. , F(-) 
Of this Kind 3 is the Coming of Satan befort eth 
the Lox b, as recorded in the firſt and ſecond # 
Chapters; where the Account He giveth of} So: 
Himſelf: his ſlanderous Detract ion and Accu: An. 
ſation of Fob: his Helliſh Cruelty and Malice fy 
exerciſed upon that Upright Man do plainly ſpeak 8 ly 
Him One of the Apoltate and fallen Angels, and the 
ſufficiently declare, what Manner of Spirit Hi by 
1 the 

In the fourth Cha ter, e is 4 Aireck re £2 
ference to the Fall of Angels, and ſo much th . 
ſtronger, as Eliphaz, Wecken what he — heard 2. 


N 
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con- 
r had 


olta-i 1 


it, 17 
ow it“ 
icate, 

Gre. 
alted 


rfect 
ys of Wea the Heavens are not clean in his Sight: like un- 
{hor 14 
Yints Wand it ſhineth not: Yea the Stars are not pure in his 
Con- 
.ight? 
ſurre. 
F brated and declared in ſeveral Paſſages of this 
wing Admirable Book: In the ninth Chapter r Fob ſpeak- 
ing of the Wonders both of Creation and Provi- 
) the? 


fore 
cond 
1 ol 
ccu-? 


alice] 
peal 
and 


19 


t re 
the 
ear 
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"and ſeen in a Voice and Viſion of the Night, 

Shen a Spirit paſſed before him, and an Image 

Rood before his Eyes, and in the midſt of a great 

B Silence he heard a Voice 9192 (a) Shall Mortal 
Ha 


Man be more juſt than GOD? Shall a Man be more 
F ure than his Mater? Behold He put no Truſt in his 
Wervants; and hu Angels Hle charged with Folly. 
ET his he repeats in the fifteenth Chapter, where 
eam he brings in Angels to humble the Pride of 
an. (6) Behold he putteth no Truſt in his Saints, 


to the Expreſſion of Bildad the Shuhite purſuing 
the ſame Compariſon. (c) Behold even to the Moon, 


Sight. Stars in this Book being, as we ſhall es 
a Tile and Denomination of Angels. 
II. The Creation of the World is alſo ele- 


dence, doth greatly magnifie the Power of Go p, 
(a) Which alone ſpreadeth | out the Heavens, and tread. 


I: upon the Waves of the Sea; Which maketh Ar- 
| urus Orion, and Pleiades and the Chambers of the 


| South : Which doth great Things paſt finding out, 

and Wonders without Number. Again in the twen- 
ty fixth Chapter, ſee how magnificently the Ho- 
ly Man ſetteth forth, the Dread and Majeſty of 
the Great CREATOR. (e) Hells naked before Him, 
and Deſtruction hath no Covering: He ſtretcheth out 
the North over the Empty place, and hangeth the 
Earth upon Nothing. The Pillars of Heaven trem- 


(4) 1.17.18. (b) v.35. () xxv, 5. (0 18.9 10. (e) 1:6, 
77. T. : 
- ble, 
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ble, Fw are aſtoniſhed at his Reproof. »- (a) By his A: 
Spirit He hath garmfhed the Heavens, Hu Hand Ang 
hath formed the crooked Serpent. Here I would fpe- 
obſerve, the Garniture of the Heavens may ſi- mi 
gnifie Angels as well as Stars; for ſo they are 
called by God Himſelf in that glorious Diſ- M1 
play, He maketh of his Almighty Power, at the 
Creation of the World. (6) Where waſt thou, when 
I laid the Foundations of the Earth? declare, if thou 
haſt Underſtanding, Who hath laid the Meaſures 
thereof, if thou knoweſt > or who hath ſtretched the 
Line upon it? M hereupon are the Foundations thereof 
faſtened? or who laid the Corner Stone thereof, when | 
&e Morning Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of 
GOD ſhouted for oy Of the Stars themſelves this | 
cannot be ſpoken, for the Stars were not as yet 
created, when the Foundations of the Earth 
were laid; Stars therefore are the Sons of Gov he 
ſo called by this Reduplication, a Scheme of ſhe 
Speech proper and frequent in the Sacred Lan- 
guage, but moſt frequent an this Book of Fob : | 
This Expoſition is confirmed and juſtified by the 
Words of Gov Himſelf in other places and up- 
on other Occaſions: The great Creator the 
Loxop of Angels and of Men calleth Himſelf the 
(c) Bright and Morning Star. Under Him, that 
_ glorious Head! do thine the Apoſtles and Biſhops 


of his Church, Each in his proper Sphere, and | 
Succeſſion correſpondent to this Compariſon and 
Communication of Names between Stars, and 
Angels. For, as Himſelf declares.” -- (4) The Se« | 
ven Stars are the Angels of the Seven Churches, 


Kay XXVT, iz. mi Fo 6. 000 Rev, I" „ 
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As therefore Stars are an Appellation of good 
angels called alſo the Sons of Gon by the Serpent 
fpecialy the crooked Serpent is deſigned more 
2minently that fallen and Apoſtate Spirit, who 
with bis (a) Tail drew into Rebellion and Perdi- 
tion the third part of the Stars of Heaven: Add to 
his, that Lucifer ſo called by the Prophet Iſaiab 
s by him alſo called the Son of the Morning, to 
gnifie that glorious and exalted State, in which 
once he ftood, d from which he fell. (6) How 
t thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the 
forning) 60 
It — further obſervable, that the crooked 
Serpent here mentioned is by ſome Commenta- 
is fors expounded of a Star. For beſides the Cog- 
yet Þation and Affinity of the Names, there is alſo 
th Conſonancy and Congruity in the Thing. As 
OD he Puniſhment of the Serpent, the Inſtrument, 
of he Devil made uſe of, conſiſted in a Debaſe- 
an- nent of its Nature, ſo we may well conceive the 
ob : Pevil to be more peculiarly puniſhed, when of 
the Wlorious Saraph he was debaſed into a crooked 
- Werpent, and a Crawling Worm. 0 
Some parts of Elibus Diſcourſe relate alſo to 
he Creation of the World, but more to the 
Vonderful Adminiſtrations of Providence in the 
overnment and Preſer vation of it. Such is the 
hole Paſſage in the Concluſion of the thirty. 
xth, and all the thirty ſeventh Chapter, which 
ſhall therefore rather refer to, than recite. 
III. In this Book of Feb we meet with many 
| Flain andconvincing References to the Creation, 
Ind Fall, and Redemption of Man. 
)) Rex, XII, 4. ( IC NV, 12, 
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[32 | 
I. For the Creation of Man, the Words of 
Job in the tenth Chapter are expreſs: The 
Words of the Pſalmiſt in the hundred and thir- 
ty ninth Pſalm are not more. (a) Thy Hands have 
made me, and faſhioned me together round about --- 
Thou haſt made me as the Clay --- Thou haſt clothed 
me with Hin and Fleſh, and haſt fenced me with 
Bones and Sinews. This for the Creation of the 
Body; for the Soul, or Spirit Elibu teacheth us. 
(b) [There] 1s a Spirit in Man, and the Inſpiration 
ef the Almighty giveth them Underſtanding. Here 
by Inſpiration is not to be underſtood the Ex- 
traordinary Influx of the Holy Spirit; but the 
Ordinary Faculty of Reaſon infuſed into Man 
at his Creation, when as Moſes recordeth it, the 
(c) LORD GOD breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath 
of Life, and Man became a living Soul. 
Jo the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaking of Tyrannous 
Oppreſlors Elibu taxeth their bold Impiety. 
(a) But none ſaith, where [u] GOD my Maker? 
Who giveth Songs in the Night? Who teacheth us 
more than the Beaſts of the Earth and maketh us 
Wiſer, then the Fowls of Heaven? To crown all 
upon this Head we may hear GoD Himſelf de- 
manding in the thirty eight Chapter. (e) Who 
hath put Wiſdom in the Inward parts? or who hath 
given Underſtanding to the Heart? We may con- 
clude therefore that the Hiſtory of Man s Crea- 
tion was not unknown to Fob and his Friends, 
and confeſs with Elibu, () That the Lox is our 


Maker, and that we are All the Work of his Hands. 


II. For the Fall of Man. This alfo is not 
a) 8,9, 1. (b) XXXIT, 8. (e) Gen. II, 7. V,ro,rr. 

Ae Cf) Gb, 3 X00, . “ % K = 
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Tas] 
obſcurely fignified in ſeveral places, which can- 
The Inot be ſo well explained without referring to 
hir. Ithe Original Uprightneſs, and the ſubſequent 
Fall of Man. To this Purpoſe may be produced 
all thoſe places, which ſpeak of the Univerſal 
e | P<pravity of Human Mabe: In the fourteenth 
Chapter, where Fob asketh, (a) ho can bring 4 
Clean [thing] out of an Unclean? and his own An- 
ſwer is, Not one. In the fifteenth Eliphaz likewiſe 
demands (4) What x Man, that He Jhould be clean? 
and | He] which u born of a Woman, that He fhould 
he righteons > The ſame Queſtion 1s put again by 
Bildad the Shubite (c) How then can Man be juſti- 
2d with GOD? or how can He be clean, tbat in burn 
of # Woman? | 

There are ſe everal other Paſſages, which ſhow, 
that Fob knew alſo who was the 7 Tempter, aud 
who were the Tempted; and particularly that 
jetv. be was acquainted with the Sin and Fall of Adam. 

8 In the twenty fixth Chapter He ſpeaketh of the 
Tempter under the Name of the crooked Ser- 
pent, who of an Angel became, as we have ſeen, 
a Devil, and brought Evil Natural and Moral, 
= a Sin and Death 447 the er. Ager 
tw Chapter He is aying:the Almighty 
Power of God, that Nothing is beyond the 
Reach, or without the Verge and Compreben- 
ſion of it: and a other Enumerations: he 

"HY inſtanceth in This. (4) With tim ij Strength and 
Wijdam ; The Deceived and the Deceiver are Fils. 
Ibis, tho poſſibly in a languid Phlegmatic Senſe 
"Fit may be extended to All, that deceive and are 
12 is mote properly to be underitood in 
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a more Emphatical Manner of the Grand De- 
ceiver. For One Deceiver, - more eminently 
and ſingularly Such, ſeems here to be pointed 
out, and the great Comfort from it is, that the 
Loxd Go is the Judge of them Both: to have 
Mercy on the ſeduced, and to condemn the Se- 
ducer for Ever. 

The laſt Authority, which I ſhall bring upon 
this Head is the expreſs mention, which Fob fai 
maketh of Adam and his Tranſgreſſion: In the 
thirty firlt Chapter having in many Inſtances, 
and in the moſt Solemn manner obteſted his In- 
nocence, he profeſſeth alſo his readineſs, when- 
ever he had ſinned, to NO and confeſs. and 
acknowledge his Offences. (a) If I have covered 
my Tranſereſſion, as Adam, by hiding Iniquity in my 
Boſom, as our firſt Parents did, when (d) Adam and 
his Wife hid themſelves from the Preſence of the 
Loxp among the Trees of the Garden: I do not 
produce this Paſſage upon any Surmiſe, that Fob 
was acquainted wich the Writings of Moſes, but 
rather as an Argument, that he derived his Know- 
ledge from the ſame Common Fountain, from 

Noah, and Shem and Eber. | It appears from hence 
that Job was 'acquainted with the Hiſtory and 
Circumſtances of the Fall, and knew as well as 
Moſes, that Adam hid himſelf from the Preſence 
of the Lord: That He concealed his Tranſgreſ- 
fion, and did not confeſs it, till the Loxp Gop 
demanded of him, Haſt Thou eaten of the Tree? 
The Excuſe for his Hiding betrayed his Guilt; 
and he had not been aſhamed of his Nakedneſs, 
nor afraid of his Marx, if he had not broken 
the —— () 1.33: G) Gen. _— ah 
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ntly III. The third Point, which appeareth to have 
nted i been known to-Fob, and his Friends is the Re- 
the demption of Mankind. 
rave They knew in general, that immediately up- 
Se- on his Tranſgreſſion Man was redeemed by the 
Promiſed Seed to be ſent in the Fulneſs of Time: 
and that, in the mean while, He and all Goos 
faithful Servants were received to Grace, and 
Pardon: Their Reſpite from Death was an Ear- 
ices, fineſt of their Pardon and the Condemnation of 
In- the Serpent an Aſſurance of their Victory and 
Triumph over him. Some Signification of Mer- 
cy was neceſſary to inſpire their Hopes, and raiſe 
them from Deſpair: Nothing leſs could encou- 
rage or incline Men to any Truſt and Confidence 
in Gob, ſo as to worſhip Him, and obey Him; 
otherwiſe, like the Devils, they could only have 
believed and trembled: The Ground of their 
Comfort was the Promiſe of a Redeemer. All 
after-Revelations were only ſo many Circum- 
ſtances: This was the Subſtance ; and he that 
believed in the Seed of the Woman, had as {ure 
a Ground of Conſolation, as he, who afterwards 
pelieved, that this Redeemer ſhould be of the 
Seed of Abraham, and of the Houſe and Lineage 
of David. "AF? 


Now this Book of Job not being an Hiſtory, | 
but only an Account of a Converſation between 


ree? im and his Friends upon the Ways of Provi- 
lt; Nence in Gop's Dealing with Men, the Perſons, 
1eſs, ho maintain the ſeveral parts of the Argument, 


peak according to the received Doctrine con- 
erning the State of Mankind at that time with 
Relation both to God and themſelves. With re- 

e gard 


F 
© gard to Himſelf Man thro the Fall is become a 
frail and a ſinful Creature: With reſpect to 


Gov without the Intervention of ſome Media- 


tor and Atonement can no Man living be juſti- 
fied. i „ 
The Friends of Job ſeem to argue only upon 


Gops Dealings with Men in this World alone: 


Fob enlargeth the Proſpect, and taketh the other 
World alſo into the Account. If Gop did deal 
with Men in this World exactly according to 
their Deeds, and meaſured to them a Proportion 
of Happineſs and Miſery anſwerable to the De- 
grees of their Obedience and Tranſgreſſion, then 
indeed the Argument, which thoſe Friends of 


His maintain would be right; that in this Life | 


Men are Happy or Miſerable, as they are Good 
or Evil; But Fob looking beyond this preſent 
World findeth an Argument for Submiſhon to 
God's good Pleaſure in the aſſured Hope, his 
Soul reſted upon, that he ſhould be delivered 
and juſtified in the End. He will not infiſt on 


his own Righteouſneſs before Gop, tho he will 


juſtifie and maintain himſelf againſt the Un- 
righteous, and uncharitable Judgement of Men ; 
But before Gop he confeileth himſelf a Sinner, 
and throweth himſelf upou the Mercys of his 
Redeemer. . 

Having thus far opened what 1 take to be the 
true State and Drift of his Argument with his 
Friends in his ſeveral Juſtifications, and Defen- 
ces of Himſelf, we ſhall be able the more clearly 
to apply thoſe ſeveral places, which ſeem to car- 
ry any Aſpect towards the general Doctrine of 
Redemption. ; 

| Lp Now 


try bim every Moment? I have ſinned what 


general Doctrine is diſcoverable, 
and may be traced in theſe three particulars, 


Firſt 

I. In the de wherewith this Holy 
Perſon juſtifieth himſelf before Men, and in the 
great Humility, wherewith he acknowledgeth 


Now this 


himſelf a Sinner before Gop. His Juſtification 


of himſelf againſt his Uncharitable Friends runs 


almoſt thro all his Anſwers to them: His Hu- 
mility and Submiſſion, with which he confeſſeth 
himſelf a Sinner towards Gop ſhine forth in ma- 
ny Beautiful Paſſages, more, than I need recite. 
1 ſhall however offer ſome few of them without 
any ſpecial reference, or Enumeration of them 


all. 


To this Purpoſe we may conſider thoſe Ad- 
mirable Words in the ſeventh Chapter, ſo very 
Anſwerable to thoſe of the Pſalmift in the VIII, 
and CXLIV Pſalms, that upon comparing the 
Places, One would imagine, that Holy David 
had ſeen them, and borrowed his own Refle- 
Ctions from them. The Words of Feb are Theſe. 
(a) What i Man, that Thou ſhouldſt magniſis him d 
and that Thou ſrouldf ſet thine —— upon him? 
That Thou ſbouldſt vifit him every des Jb. and 

41 
do unto THEE, O thou Pre ſerver of Men? In this 
humble Strain he ſets forth the Unworthineſs 
and Vanity of Man : the tender Love, and un- 
merited Goodneſs of Gop! In theſe pathetical 


and ſubmiſſive Words doth he confeſs his Sins, 


and deprecate Gods Anger, and ſeek for Par- 
don: I have finned: What ſhall I do unto Thee, 0 


(a) v. 17, 18, 20. 
thou 


F 2: 


thou Preſerver of Men? or as they may be ren- 


der'd, O thou 0bſerver of Men, who Mu eſt all my 
Thoughts, and ſþieſt out all my Ways? for ſo like- 
wiſe they may be explained from the CXXXIX 


Pfſalm. 


\ 
\ 


Thus again in Anſwer to Bildad the Shubite, 


who had charged him with ſtanding upon his 


own Righteouſneſs, he utterly diſclaimeth the 
moſt diftant Thoughts of his own Goodneſs and 


Merits, and renounceth every Shadow of Diſpute 
and Contention with his Maker. So we read in 
the ninth Chapter. (a) But how can Man be juſt 


with GOD? IF he will contend with Him, be cannot 
anſwer Him one [one Point] in a thouſand? Flow 
much leſs ſhall I anſwer Him? and chooſe out my 
Words to [reaſon] with Him? Whom, tho I were 


Righteous, [yet] would J not anſwer, but I would 
make my Supplication to my Fudge. If I juſtifie my- 
ſelf, mine own Mouth ſhall condemn me. | if I ſay] 


Jam perfect, It ſhall alſo prove me Perverſe. For 


He u not a Man as I am, that I ſhould anſwer 
Him, [and] we ſhould come together in Judgment. 


Neither 25 there any Dayſman betwixt 116 [ that} 
might lay his Hand upon us Both. 


By a Dayſman is to be underſtood an Umpire, 
or a Judge between them. Some indeed expound 


it of a Mediator; and ſo the Septuagint tranſ- 


lates it, but then Fob would be thought rather 
to diſclaim, than to profeſs his Knowledge of a 


Redeemer; but we may obſerve, that Fob 1s not 


ſpeaking of a Future judgment, but of his pre- 


fent Condition: And he hath ſo firm a Perſua- 


(a) v. 2,3, 14 15, 20, 32, 33. 


ſion, ſo ſtrong a Confidence, that theſe AMi- - 


ctions 
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ctions are not ſent upon him for his Sins, that 
he even dareth, were there an Umpire between 
them, to appeal in this Caſe to-ſuch an Arbitra- 
tor: Nay would it pleaſe Gop bat to withdraw 


his Hand, he hath ſuch a Truſt in his Mercy, 


that He would not fear his Judgment. 

In the thirteenth Chapter he reſumes the Ar- 
gument, and in Oppoſition to the hard Cenſures 
of his Friends, he declares with reſpect to the 


Charges, they bring againſt him, (a] Surely. / 


would ſpeak to the Almighty, and 1 deſire to reaſon 
with GOD; But with regard to God he expreſſeth 
the greateſt Humility, Truſt, and Reſignation in 
Terms well beſeeming the Innocence and Inte- 


grity of his Heart. (5 Tho He ſlay me, yet will I 


truſt in Him; but I will maintain mine own Ways 


before Him. He alſo [ſhall be] my Salvation, for 


an Hypocrite ſhall not come before Him. And then 
for Himſelf he reſolutely. declareth. (c) Behold 


now I have ordered my. Cauſe, I know that I ſhall be 


juſtiſied. Afterwards praying for Deliverance 


from his preſent Sufferings he beggeth of Gop 


to give him a full and juſt Senſe of his Sins, if 
thro any Forgetfulneſs or Inadvertency any of 


them ſhould have eſeaped him. (4) How many are 


mine Iniquitys and my Sins? make me. to know my 


Tranſereſſion and my Sin. Wherefore bideſt Thou 


thy Face, and holdeſt me for thine Enemy? For Thou 


mriteſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me to 


Pious Breathings had copied this Great Original. 
See, how like to ſuch a Pattern, when compared 
(4) 3. O 15, 16. (e) 18. ( 23, 2% 6. 


> 


are 


_ Þ poſſeſs the Iniquitys of my Youth. Here again one 
would imagine, that the Pſalmiſt in ſome of his 


X 
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are thoſe Expreſſions in the Pſalms, as the nine- 
teenth and ſeveral more. 
II. Secondly the Knowledge Job had of the 


Redemption of Mankind 4 from the 


Hope, he expreſſeth of his Deliverance, and 
from his fixed Confidence 1 in the Mercy and Fa- 
vour of Gov. 
And here it is remarkable, that his Hope and 
Confidence look not for a Temporal Deliver- 
ance, and he prayeth not to be reſtored to his 
former Proſperity, but his Hope is extended be- 
yond the Limits of this World, and his Confi- 
dence is built upon the ſure Proſpect of Happi- 
neſs in another. In this World he prayeth for 
no Deliverance, but by Death, and looketh for 
no End of his Miſerys, but with the End of his 
Days: Inthe Other be ſpeaketh of aſſured Hap- 
parks, and conſiders Death as a Retreat from 
is Troubles, and a Friendly Inlet into Joy, and 
Felicity, It is needleſs to recite his earneſt De- 
fires, and repeated Supplications for Death; 
But it will be of ſingular Uſe in this Argument 
to ſhow, that Death did not terminate his Pro- 
ſpect, nor put an End to his Being: So far from 
doſing, that it opened a new Scene, and enlarg- 


ed his Veiws into Eternity: From the Verge of 


this World he looketh forward into immeatara- 
ble Space, and Endleſs Duration, and then ab- 
ſolveth the Juſtice and Goodnef@ of Gov for all 
his Safferings on Earth in ſure and certain Hope 
of Eternal Happineſs in Heaven. Now, altho' 
we need only ſhew with what Confidence and 

full Aſſurance he looketh for Deliverance from 
the Troubles and „ of this Life, and = 
taat 


that Peace and Happineſs, which this World can- 
not give, yet where his Defire of Death is joyn- 


Jed with Expectation of Happineſs, there his 


Hope appeareth moſt Strong, and Lively: and 
his Aſſurance of Happineſs in another World is 
the more conſpicuoffs from his Deſpair of it, 
* his neither deſiring, nor expecting it in 
Io paſs over the third Chapter, which is quite 
thro a Deſire- of Death, or rather an earneſt 
Wiſh, that there had been an Anticipation of 
Life, we may proceed to the fixth Chapter, 

where we find both joyned together, a Deſire 
of Death and an Aſſurance of Happineſs; (a) 0 _ 
that I might have my requeſt; and | that | GOD would 


grant me the Thing, that ] long for! Even that it 


would pleaſe GOD to deſtroy me, that He wonld let 
loofe bis Hand, and cut me off. Then ſhould I yet 
have Comfort, yea I would harden myſelf in Sorrow; 
let Him not ſpare, for I have not concealed the Wards 
of the Holy One. This then is the Ground of his 
Confidence, he had walked in the Ways of the 
LoxD, and had not concealed, had not kept back 


his Loving Kindneſs and Truth from the great 


Cobgregatinn: ð 15) I 06-0 
Again in the tenth Chapter among all the Ex- 
preſſions of Grief and Deſpondence his Hope 
breaketh forth, like the Sun from a Cloud, in 
the Inward Proſpect he had, and the Aſſurance 
he felt of Gop's Mercy to him. (6b) Thou haſt 
granted nie Life and Favour; and thy Viſitation hath 
Preſeroed my Spirit. But more fully ſtill in the 
thirteenth Chapter before cited. Tho Hs ſlay mie, 


e () 8, 9, 10. (0) 122 
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yet will I truſt in Him. (a) He alſo ſhall be my Sal- 


vation, In the ſixteenth Chapter after he had 


reproved his Friends for their hard and Un- 


charitable Judgment of him, and aſſured them, 
that he would not deal ſo cruelly, but would ra- 
ther comfort them, were they viſited with the 
like Calamity, he till perſiſts in his own Vindi- 


cation againſt their Concluſion, that his Miſe- 


rys were inflicted on him for his Sins, and at 


the ſame time expreſſeth the higheſt Confidence, 
the Sublimeſt Truſt and Aſſurance in the Mercy 


of Gop. (5) My Face # foul with Weeping, and on 


my Eyelids I ſits] the Shadow of Death : Not for 


any Iniquity in my Hands: alſo my Prayer 16 pure. 
Then he calleth Heaven and Earth to Witneſs, 
that He is Guiltleſs of Blood and of every-Piacu- 


lar Crime: (e) O Earth, Earth, cover not Thou my 


Blood, and let my Cry have no place: Let not my 
Cry for Pardon aſcend, but let the Cry of Blood, 
(if J have ſhed any) aſcend to Heaven againſt 
me. But ſo clear are his Hands from Violence, 
and-Blood, that he maketh this Bold and gene- 
rous Challenge of his Innocency. (a) Aſo now 


behold, my Witneſs [u] in Heaven, and my Record - 
[#5] on High. My Friends ſcorn me, [but] mine Eye 


poureth out [Tears] unt#GOD. 


In the next Chapter, when he had terminated 


all his Proſpects with reference to this Life in 


the Grave, into which he was greatly deſirous 


to deſcend, he asketh not in the Way of Deſpair, 


but of Confidence. (e) Where 1s now my Hope? as 


for my Hope who ſhall ſee it? It is not placed 
within the Verge of this Life, nor bounded with- 


(ﬆ) 16. (b) 16,17. (0 18. (0 19. O W 15. 


in 


[43 ] 
in the Limits of this World: His Hope, like the 
great Object of it, is not ſeen by the Eyes of 


Worldly Men, and yet under all his Sufferings, 


he endured, as did Moſes under the Afflictions 
of Egypt, as (a) ſeeing, Him that us Inviſible 

In the twenty third Chapter diſtinguiſhing, 
(as indeed he doth all along) between the Infli- 
ction of Puniſhment for Sin, and the Tryal of 
his Faith and Patience, he uttereth this noble 
Declaration of his full Truſt and Confidence in 
Gop. (6) He knoweth the Way, that I take [when] 
He hath tried me, I ſhall come forth, as Gold. My. 
Foot hath held his Steps, his Way have I kept, and not 
declined : Neither have 1 gone back from the Com- 
manament of hu Lips, I have eſteemed the Words of 
hu Mouth more than my neceſſary Food. Or, as 
they may be rendered a little more attlarge, I 
have laid up his Word in my Heart, like precious 
Treaſure, I have longed for it more, than for my 
Portion of Meat to be given me in due Seaſon, ” 
In the twenty ſeventh Chapter his Confidence 
and Reſolution upon it appear ſtill more Illu- 
ſtrious. (e) As GOD liveth, who hath taken away 
my Fudement, and the Almighty, who hath vexed my 
Soul: All the while my Breath is in me, and the 
Spirit of GOD us in my Noſtrils: My Lips ſhall not 


ſpeak Wickedneſs, nor my Tongue utter Deceit. GOD 


forbid, that I ſhoud juſtifie you (that I ſhould ap- 
prove of and aſſent to your Reaſonings) till! 
die, I will not remove my Integrity from me: My 
Reebteouſneſs I hold faſt and will not let it go: My 
Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. Up- 
on this Foundation he ſhoweth, What his own 

) Heb, XI, 27. (0) 10, 17, 12. (e) 2, 3, 4, 55 6 
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Hope is, and how ſurely founded in Oppoſition 
to that which hath no Foundation, when he ask- 
eth, (a) What 1s the Hope of the Hypocrite, tho he 
hath gained, when GOD taketh away his Soul? Here 
we may interpoſe our Bleſſed Saviours Words 
both for the Supply, and Application of the 
Sentence. What is the Hope of the Hypocrite, tho 
be have gained the whole World, when GOD taketh 
away his Soul? (b) O what ſhall a Man give in Ex- 
Pens for his Soul ? The pſalmiſt ſhall return the 
Anſwer in the Words of our old Tranſlation. 
le) It coſteth more to redeem a Soul, ſo that he muſt 
let that alone for ever. For, as we read before, 
(4 None of them can redeem his Brother, nor gie 
unto GOD a Ranſom for him. 
1 will only add one remarkable Paſſage more 
very. appoſite and full upon the Point, from the 


thirty third Chapter, where ibu magnifieth the 


great Mercy of Gop, and diſplayeth the gracious 
Manner of his. Proceedings with finful Man, 


(taken in this ſhort Paraphraſe) *When a Sinner is 


"under the Diſpleaſure of the Almighty by rea- 
*{on of his Sins, and is nigh unto Condemnation 
not having a due Senſe of his Danger, then (e) if 
chere be a Meſſenger with him, an Interpreter 

one of a Thouſand ſent by the ſpecial Fa vour of 
Gov to ſhew unto him the Uprightneſs, the 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy of his Maker. If then 
the Sinner hearkens, Gop is Gracious unto him, 
*and ſaith, deliver him from going dovn to the 
Riß: :Þ have found a Ranſom: and in Virtue of 
eit J will render unto, Man his Righteouſneſs.: 


8 (a) " (6) Mar, XVI, 26, (4) PE. XLIX, 8. (a) 7. (e) 23, 
Sy VW T Ret tt 7 
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He ſhall pray unto Gon, and Gop will pardon | 
* his Sins, and accept of him as Righteous thro 
the Expiation and Aronement,which he hath ap- 
pointed, and Man ſhall ſee the Face of Gop in Ju- 
'bilee and Joy? This is EHlibus Doctrine concern- 
ning the Salvation of Men: He ſpeakech of the 
Spiritual as well as Temporal Deliverance, and 
of the Redemption of the Soul, as well as of the 
ar however theſe Paſſages may be contro- 
verted, as ſpeaking rather by Implication, and 
Conſequence, than full and directly upon the 
Subject, yet in the Words, I have choſen for 
this Diſcourſe, Fob is expreſs and Categerzeal, and 

wiſheth, that this his Declaration might be re- 
corded and preſer ved for ever. 1 know that m 
Fee i) ont 

This is the fulleſt Proof of a Redemption: It is 
connected with the Fuagmeni to come, and with 
the Reſurrection of the Dead: It reflects and di 
fuſeth Light thro all the Similar Paſſages, a 
fixeth and confirms the Interpretation, we have 
given. The Redemption here aſſerted is complete 
and Entire: the Mdemption both of Bogy and 
Hul: Of the Soul from its. fepargte and ſolitary 
State: Of the Body from thec Grave,,'and of 
Bath from Hen 4 i rn 4 
III. This is the third and cleareſt, Proof of 
the Knowledge, ob and his Friends ſęeem to have; 
hadof the Redemption of Mankind. As ſuch I hall 
propoſe it from this celebrated: Pnſſage, ; winch: 
our Church hath ſelected and tranſcribed, into! 
her hi die. een if eie 
So paſſionately are they introduced * 
93 hs a 8 
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Holy Man, that they raiſe our Expectation, 
command our Reverence and engage our At- 
tention. 
Oh that my Wards were now written! % that 
they were printed in a Book That they were graven 


with an Iron Pen and Lead in the Rock for ever 


For I know [that] my Redeemer liveth, and [that] 
He ſhall ſtand at th Latter Day upon the Earth, 


And tho after my Skin [Worms] deſtroy this [B ody) | 


yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee GOD: Whom I ſhall ſee 
for myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall ' behold and not an- 
other, [tho] my Reins be conſumed within me. Or 
as in the Vulgate it is better rendered. AG this 


my Hope it laid up in my Boſom. 


We ſee how cloſely the Doctrine of a Reſar- 
reftion is connected with that of a Redeemer, 
The Covenant of Grace is extended to the whole 
Man: and the Sentence of Death upon both 
Body and Soul is revoked : The Redemption 
promiſed was in the Seed of the'Woman, and 
it was promiſed to Adam'and his Seed, as they 
were Men: As they were Creatures of ſuch-a 
Conſtitution, Order, and Diſtinction in the Scale 
of Being. The Redemption is of the Body, but 
not without the Spirit: And the Salvation is of 


the Soul, but not without the Body. For our 
Redeemer is the (a) Saviour alſo za the Body. The 


Mercy as well as the Juſtice of Gop — to 


the whole Man: Unleſs the Body be reſtored, the 
Pardon is not Entire, and without a Reſurrection 


the Sentence of Death continueth upon one Con- 
ſtituent part of our Nature: Man is not Man 


without his Body, and till the Soul be reunited. 


(a) Eph, V, 23. 


to 
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Ito it, He is not a Complete Object of Gop's 


adgment either to Bliſs or Condemnation. Till 
this Reunion the Soul remaineth in a ſeparate, 
intermediate, and imperfect State; but This is 


Inot its Final and unalterable Condition: That 


will be fixed in the End and Conſummation of 


all Things, and Men muſt be raiſed from the 


Dead, before they can be brought to Fudement. 


As to the Words themſelves I ſhall not enter 


into a Critical Examination of them, fince all 
the-Diſpute is, whether they are to be under- 
ſtood in a proper or a Figuratzve Senſe, and then, 
whether of the particular Nſurrection of Fob, or 
of a Reſurrection in general. bh 
As to the firſt the Words are plain, and Li- 


[tera], perhaps none to be found yore literal, and 
a 


I may ſay, more deſcriptive of a Ręſurrection. 
And muſt theſe plain Words be forced and ſtrain- 
ed to a Figurative Senſe, and fignifie no more 
than a 
ſo much Form and Circumſtance? Why ſo So- 
lemn and vehement a Deſire to have it record- 
ed to all Ages, that he was Sure, he ſhould be 
reſtored again to a flouriſhing Condition? In all 
his other Diſcourſes he ſeems to lay aſide all 
Hopes of a Recovery, and with the humbleſt 
Submiſſion and Reſignation to wiſh for Death, 
as an End of his Miſery, and Deliverance out of 
all his Troubles: He looketh beyond this tran- 


ſitory World, and placeth all his Confidence and 
Comfort in Gop alone. Tho He ſlay me, yet 


will I traſt in Him, He alſo ſhall be my Salva- 


tion. In other Inſtances a Figurative Senſe exalt- 


%, but in this it depreſſeth its Subject: Apply 
FEY e 1 


Reſtoration to Temporal Felicity? Wh 
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me” 
the Words literaly to the Reſurrection, there is In 
them a Majeſtic and grand Simplicity: Apply 
them Figuratively to a Reſtitution of his Fortunes, 
and there is a Matter of litile Concern in Compa- 
riſon, a private and Perſonal Matter expreſſed 
with 200 great Solemnity and Importance, But if 
the Figarative Senfe were indeed the true Inter- 
pretation, I would ask, how came Fob to ſpeak 
of his rifmg from his miſerable Eftate to Tem. 
poral Happineſs in the Terms of riſing from the 
Grave, and feeing his Redeemer with | thoſe very 
Eyes and in that very Body, after it ſhould be 
conſumed and mingled with the Duſt 2 So that 
theſe Words, admitting that he ſpoke of a Hg. 
rative, ſuppoſe him to have known what was a 


proper Reſarreftan. TY 


Another Exception is, that theſe Words, if] 1 


they are to be underſtood of a Ręſurrection, are 
too particular and Perſonal to be brought in Proof 
of a general Nſurrection. But we are not to ima 
gine, e What Fob was ſo certainly aſſured of, 
he looked upon as peculiar and Perſonal to Him- 
ſelf alone; or that He was ſo abſurd to think, 
that He alone of all Mankind ſhould rife! again 
from the Dead. The Argument holdeth the 
other Way: He believed the general Referredtion, 
and therefore is aſſured of his own. 

With reference to Both Objections, as well 
from the Figurative, as the Perſonal Limitation; 
It would be as unreaſonable to conclade, that 
he alone ſhould'ri/e, as that his Body only ſhould 
be conſumed in the Grave: And for the Figura- 
tive Senſe, ſurely this Deſcription of the Gra- 
dual and Total Diffolution of his Body; and the 
| ſpecial 


1 


9 1 
cial Reficeacion: of his Fleſh, and * very 
Eyes, he then looked out of, is a ſtrange Way of 


calling his Deliverance from his preſent Ca- 


ne lamitys. All thoſe Sage Expoſters therefore that 


have endeavonred to Found this Paſſage within 
a Temporal. or a Perſons] Circumſcription, have 
only taken much Pains to ſhow, how Dextrous, or 


UC} how Awkard rather, they can be in turning, and 


” | The Comix 


ſtraining and torturing the Letter, till they have 

| loft the Hirit. I will only add, that in the Pal- 

a before us are Evidently joyned the Reſur- 

| on and the Fudement, and at the Head of Both 

| . our Redeemer who alſo is our Judge: 
of this Redeemer, when at the laſt 

Rand upon the Earth is as platnly 


day He 


'- | Egoihed, as that Fob hall behold Him with bas 


Eycs is gr deſcribed. 

But Vain and Frvitleſs are all Atem to 
e away this celebrated Paſſage, when the 
Doctrine is undeniably taught in other places, 
| and as the Hripture is ever the beſt Eupeſſtor of 


of, itſelf, che Fords of the [ſame Writer upon the 
mk, ſame Subject are ever the beft Interproter of their 


6 | | produced as moſt expreſſive of a Reſurrection, 


Author's Me 
Io confirm t aſhes che Paſſage, we have 


and further to evince, * wt the ſpecial Aſſurance, 


n | Jab expreſſfeth of his an is founded on the ge- 


ve may produce the fourteenth Chapter 


„vr Doctrine of the Neſurraftian of all M _ vn 
| where 7 

lets forth in a moſt beautiful and ating Man- 
ner the Miſerys of Life, and the Certainty of 
Death: The State of Man during the Conti- 
nuance of his Body in os Groves _ the Reſur- | 


rection 


 reflion and Reſtoration of his Body to his Soul 


Forth Boughs, like a Plant. But Man dietb and he, * 


maineth in the Ground; But if there be Hope 


deed, efpecialy if his Lot were miſerable, or |; 


pointed time in the intermediate State, he ſhall be 


 Reſurrefion and begins it with the Beautiful 


* 4 * " 8 n 
2 = — ent — FEELS 4 


again. e L492 Of: e 

In the Beginning he expreſſeth the Shortneſs 
and Miſery of Human Life, and afterwards ſhow- 
eth, that Man conſidered with reſpect to this 
Life alone is in a worſe Condition, than the 
Trees of the Foreſt, or the Field. (a) For there 
ts Hope of a Tree, if it be cut down, that it will |. 
ſprout again, and that the tender Branch thereof | 
will not ceaſe, Though the Root thereof wax old in |, 
the Earth, and the Stack thereof die in the Ground, ces 
[ yet] thro the Sent of Water it will bud, and bris 


fail 
eth uf, 
lieth | 4 
more : 


eth away, yea Man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where |; 
# He? He is ſecluded from this World for ever: 
In this regard his Lot is harder, than That of a |, / 
Tree, that is cut down, and of a Stock, that re- [Go 


of. Man, when he dieth, that like a Plant or a 
Tree be might revive, and grow again, then in- 


like to be ſo, he might look upon Death as a 
Friend to deliver him, and think it a peculiar % 
Happineſs zo be taken away from the Evil to come. 
For he conſiders, that altho with reſpect to this 
World Death putteth an End to his Life, It doth 
not put a Period to his Being, but tranſmits him Inis 
over to another Life, unto which, after his ap- aſt, 


raiſed. Then he propoſes the Doctrine of the 


Compariſon of the Death of Man to the drying 

up of a Flood or a Fountain. (6) As the Waters | I 

DEER | _ - (s) 77 d&, (9 II; I2. 5 2 | 
LN "WV, e fail 


Cor J 


| fail from the Sea, and the Flood decayeth and dry- 


eth up: So Man, (his radical Moiſture failing) 
lieth down, and riſeth not, till the Heavens be no 
more: till then, they ſhall not wake nor be rail- 


led out of their Sleep; But when the Heavens {hall - 


paſs away, they ſhall awake, and be raiſed at 
the End of the World: The next Verſe is in- 
deed peculiar and Perſonal, but equaly ſuited 
to every Pious Perſon in the like Circumſtan- 
ces with Himſelf: It is a moſt fervent Prayer, 
that Gop would remember him, and be gra- 
cious unto him. (a) O that Thou wouldſt hide me 
in the Grave, that Thou wouldſt keep me ſecret, un- 


* (el thy Wrath be paſt: that Thou wouldſt appoint me 


a ſet time and remember me. His Requelt is, that 
Go would: preſerve him in the Grave, and 
keep him ſecret, as it were, till his Wrath. be 
wer paſt,” and then, that in his appointed time he 
would remember him. In the next Verſe hav- 
ing by Way of Queſtion ſtrongly expreſſed his 
Aſſurance, that tho a Man be Dead, yet ſball be 
ite, encouraged by this bleſſed Hope he addeth, 
(b) All the Days of my appointed time will 1 wait, 
till my Change come: that is either according to 
ſome till the time of Death, or rather carry ing 
is Aſſurance further, till the time of Death be 
paſt, and his Vile Body ſhall be changed into a glo- 
zous Body. (e) Then, ſaith he, Thou ſhalt call, and 
I will anſwer Thee : Thou wilt have a Deſire to the 
ork of thine Hands, even to raiſe it, and re- 
ore it from the Duſt, _ 
This is Fob's Faith with reſpect to the Reſur- 
fection in general, and his own in particular: and 
| (913 G) 14. (c) 15 10 
ET G2 the 


[52] 


the ſame with bs was the Hope and Aſſurance ot 


all the faithful Servants of Gov: 

And with regard to the Condition of che 
Wicked in that Day, He is very poſitive and ex- 
preſs: He delivereth it as a Doctrine wel 


and generaly received, that they ſhall be con. 


demned for ever. In the twenty firft Chapter af. 
ter having enlarged upon the Temporal Proſpe 


rity of the Wicked, he proceeds to declare the 


Miſerable End of theſe Men: Death they can 
not eſcape in this World, and Feagment awaits 
them in the Other. Even here after a long 
Courſe of Worldly Delights and Enjoymente 
ſometimes they are caſt violently An and az 
David afterwards expreſſed it, (a) '0, how: ſud 
dehily. do they conſume and periſh, a rome to 
fearful End\ But However they may eſcape ir 
this World, however they may prolong then 
Days, and go down at laſtto the Grave in Peace 
yet they cannot eſcape the figbteous Jauzmen 
of Go p. 0) Have ye not asked them, that go 
the Way, and do ye not know their Tokens tha 
is know ye not by theſe Monuments of their C 
pulence and Proſperity in this World, le. 
geance is their Portion in another? that 
Withed is reſerved to the Day of Deſtruttiun? The 


ball be brought forth to the 7 Day of Wrath.” In thy 


next Verſe He asketh, (4) Who. ſhall declare hi 


Way to bn Face, and who ſhall repay him { what] 
he bath done? Theſe Queſtions carry their owl 
Anſwers with them: The mighty Man was tod 


Big for the Reproof of the Laws, or of hi 
ent It is God alone, who ſhall. 
WO! . 19. (6) Job xXI2g. (0 30. (0 31. 
pro 


483 R 


2 of | prove him, who: ſball” ſer be 


furt Hun the things, 
I chat: he bath done, and ſhall repay bim to hu Face. 
f the] The Wicked therefore {hall be brought from the 
d ex · Priſon of the Grave to Judgment, and teceive 
nown, their Sentente at the great Tribunal: Hie 2 | 
con- this Doctrine, we may obſer ve, more ſtrongly. 
er af by Interrogatiun-, and more ſtrongly ſtill by 4 
oſpe-j pealing to all that paſs by the Way. Every one 
e the is able. to anſwer this Queſtion, whether the 
can Witked do not often proſper, and go down to the 
iti} Grave in Peace? Their proud and Sumptuous 
Monuments declare it. Their magnificent Sepul- 
chert are undeniable Proofs,” and manifeſt To- 
Eur, that they received their Good things in this 
Life, and at the ſatne time afford ample Docu- 
mentr, That Boi abiag are their Portion in the 
Next. In the mean time they are brought to 
the Grave, and (a) remain in the Duſt as mairy be- 
eace 15 5 have brek, and ranumerable . chem 
Before I take 3 af this Admicable: Book, 
1 would both by Way of Apology for his Paſfaon, 
and for an Huſtratiom of his Argumentideſire, that 
thro out all theſe Diſcowrfer, in which Fob main- , 
taineth Himſelf againſt the Error ind Oncha- 
retableneſs of his Fraends, it may always be: re» 
mettibered, That He is a Man, a Fat and an 
Hely, and at this time a maſt \moſerable Man. 
This vught therefore all Ways to be taken into 
the Account, that we are Men, Creatures com- 
poſed of various Puſſrone, and nary affected by 
our ſeveral 
plains ſo bitterly of his Miſerys, and Sager he. 


Ns | (9 V. 32. 1 
or ifs: = Pref. 


Senſatrons : Hence it is, that Job come 


„ 


E 
es of his Pain calleth out for Death, and 
even expoſtulateth with his Maker. But then 
on the other hand as Man is compoſed of an Im- 
mortal Spirit, as well as of a frail and periſhable 


Body he exerteth his Mind, and riſeth under all 


the Weight of bu Calamitys : 'He looketh beyond 
this Vale of Miſery and State of Mortality firſt 


to the Reſt and Quietneſs, he promiſeth, him- 


ſelf in the Grave, and then thro all the Region, 


and Duration of Death he looketh forwards ſtill 


to that everlaſting Life and Napp, which he 
is aſſured of in Heaven. 

As his Veiws therefore are extended * be⸗ 
-yond the Limits of this World, as in this World 
He was, with reſpect to the Pains and Suffer- 
rings, he endured, of all Men the moſt miſerable, 


It is no Wonder, he wiſheth: fo eargerly for 
Death and deſireth ſo earneſtly to be diſſolved, 
when he was ſo firmly aſſured, that Death would 


deliver him over from a State of Mfiſery, and 
Mortality into a State of Immortal Abr er and 
Glory, nn! 

This his is the Bleſſed Hope, 


black upon 
him, and bis Bones are burnt: with Heat; tho 5 


ter his Skin Worms ſhall have deſtroyed his Body, 


and his Reins ſhall be conſumed: within him, yet, 
as the Words are more truly rendred, yet faith 
he, This my Hope is laid up in my Boſom.. This 
his Hope, like his Integrity be holdeth faſt, and 


will not let it go. Like a precious Treaſure he lay- 


eth it up in his Heart, and cheriſneth it in his 35 
Fon.” 1 (4) XX, 30. , 


that ſuſtained 
him: His inward Comfort, 431 Su + 70 under 
all his Sufferings. (a) Tho his Skin 


1 This 


HE 


This alſo is -the; ſame Seri Hope, that is 
ſet before us, which we have as an (a) Anchor of 


the Soul both Sure and Stedfaſt. So that having 


this ſtrong Conſolation with the Eſalmiſt we may : 


ſay, (b) Our Heart is glad, and our Glory re] Ow 
Our Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope. 
| Bleſſed therefore be the GOD and Father of our 


LORD FESUS CHRIST, which according to bis 
| Abundant Mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 


Hope by the Reſurretction of FESUS CHRIST from 
the Dead, Unto whom, our Bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer, zogether with the Father and the Holy Spirit 


| be aſcribed, as u moſt due, Bleſſong and ene, and 


Glory for Ever. Amen. 
(a) Hebr. VI, 19. (3) PC. XVI, .* 
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